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Welcome to the 11th Conference on Dominican Affairs!
    As we enter the second decade tracking the contributions of New 
Jersey Dominicans, we look with satisfaction at what we have ac-
complished, and anticipate with enthusiasm what is yet to be ac-
complished. 
     CODA 2011 Workshops reflect our most pressing issues: of par-
ticular interest this year is the redistricting process.  We are working 
towards creating a legislative district favorably to the election of a 
Dominican to the state house. This workshop will give an overview 
of this process and how we, as a community can and should partici-
pate; the Women’s Leadership Workshop features Dr. Gloria Bonilla 
Santiago conducting an interactive session on how to utilize our in-
ner power for professional success; the Youth Leadership Workshop 
will enjoy a dynamic session on social-changes-provoking youth 
movements under the direction of Dr. Alberto Correa, from The 
University of Puerto Rico; The Health Professionals Workshop will 
hear, among other topics, how to patent an invention from Dr. Dilcia 
Granville; The Journalists and Writers Workshop will discuss Free-
dom of the Press in DR, around the case of Jordi Veras, presented 
by Dr. Ramón Antonio Veras; and the DR Politics workshop tracks 
feature a session on “4% for Education in DR,” and a session for 
representatives of the PRD, PLD, PRSC and Alianza Pais to discuss 
Election of US  Dominicans to DR Legislature, and its effect on ef-
forts to politically empower Dominicans in US.
      The keynote address by NYS Senator Adriano Espaillat under 
the theme “Standing with our leaders to strengthen our communi-
ties,“ reflect an identified need to come together as a pueblo. As 
we lead this community, a small piece of the New Jersey puzzle, 
we are aware of the times we are living, and the need for good, 
strong leadership to take us to our ultimate goal. It becomes clear 
that these leaders of ours - men and women with flaws and virtues- 
have stepped forward in their area of leadership, challenging diverse 
fronts and overcoming obstacles to succeed. It is our duty, as a com-
munity to support, protect, and strengthen them; as in doing this for 
them, we strengthen ourselves.  
     We welcome the leaders who have come from throughout the 
state, from New York, Pennsylvania, Massachusetts, Puerto Rico, 
the Dominican Republic and beyond. Our gratitude to our speak-
ers and panelists for giving of their talent and time to CODA; and 
our supporters, friends and volunteers in different areas, that make 
CODA and its projects possible, including its latest book Cuatro 
Décadas de Migración Femenina y su impacto en la economía do-
minicana by Dr. Irma Nicasio, and the release in DVD of original 
documentary Los Panfleteros de Santiago. 
     Let’s enjoy a stimulating, informative and plans-changing confer-
ence!  Un Abrazo.

¡Bienvenidos a la 11ava Conferencia Para Asuntos Domini-
canos!
     Al comenzar la segunda década de documentación de la con-
tribución de los dominicanos en New Jersey, miramos con satis-
facción lo que hemos logrado y con entusiasmo lo que nos queda 
por lograr.  
     Los talleres de CODA 2011 reflejan los asuntos que conside 
ramos de más urgencia: el proceso de redistribución de distri-
tos legislativos es de interés especial para nosotros. Miramos la 
posibilidad de la creación de un distrito legislativo favorable a 
la elección de un dominicano al gobierno estatal. Este taller da 
una vista general de los que es este proceso y cómo podemos y 
debemos participar: el Taller de Liderazgo Femenino presenta a 
la Dra. Gloria Bonilla Santiago conduciendo una sesión interac-
tiva sobre cómo usar nuestro poder interior para tener éxito pro-
fesional; el Taller de Liderazgo Juvenil es una sesión dinámica 
dirigida por el Dr. Alberto Correa, de la Universidad de Puerto 
ico: Los Profesionales de la Salud se orientan de la Dra. Dilcia 
Granville sobre cómo patentar una invención, entre otros temas; 
el Taller de Periodistas y Escritores trata el tema de Libertades y 
Sicariato en la República Dominicana, usando el caso de Jordi 
Veras, presentado por el Dr. Ramón Antonio Veras; el taller de 
Política Dominicana presenta un sesión sobre “El 4% para edu-
cación en DR” y además representantes del PRD, PLD, PRSC 
y Alianza País discuten el tema de apoderamiento y elección de 
dominicanos residentes en USA a la legislatura de la República 
Dominicana.
      El Hon. Adriano Espaillat, Senador del estado de New York 
habla sobre el tema: “Apoyando a Nuestros Líderes Para Forta-
lecer Nuestras Comunidades”.  Se ha identificado la necesidad 
de unión y apoyo colectivo, como una prioridad para nuestro cre-
cimiento. Mientras dirigimos la comunidad dominicana de New 
Jersey, una pieza en el rompecabezas que es el estado, somos 
concientes de los tiempos que vivimos y la necesidad de lider-
azgo fuerte y de calidad para llegar a nuestra metal final.  Es evi-
dente que nuestros líderes son hombres y mujeres – con virtudes 
y faltas – que han dado un paso al frente en su área de liderazgo, 
retando y venciendo obstáculos en su camino. Nos atiene como 
comunidad, apoyarles, protegerles y fortalecerles para, en el pro-
ceso, fortalecernos nosotros mismos.
     Damos la bienvenida a los líderes que han venido de todo el 
estado de New Jersey, así como también de los estados de New 
York, Pennsylvania, y Massachusetts, y también de Puerto Rico, 
República Dominicana y otros lugares. Nuestro agradecimiento a 
los oradores y panelistas que contribuyen con su tiempo y talento 
a CODA; y a nuestros amigos y voluntarios en diversas área que 
hacen a CODA y sus iniciativas posible, incluyendo la reciente 
publicación del libro Cuatro décadas de Migración Femenina y 
su impacto en la economía dominicana por la Dra. Irma Nicasio, 
y la puesta en circulación en DVD del documental Los Panflete-
ros de Santiago.
     ¡Disfrutemos de una conferencia estimulante, informativa y 
trascendental! Un Abrazo.

President’s MessagePresident’s Message

Dr. María Teresa Feliciano

President’s MessageMensaje de la Presidente



Saturday, February 19, 2011 (Noon)

Welcome Reception 
  Passaic Community College, Paterson Room
One College Boulevard Paterson, NJ 07505

Release & Special Presentation of film documentary  
Los Panfleteros de Santiago (Santiago’s Pamphleteers) 

By Producers: Néstor Montilla & María Teresa Feliciano
Passaic Community College’s Theater (2:00 pm)

Special Guest: Dr. Ramón Antonio Veras (El Negro Veras)

Sunday, February 20, 2011
 8:30 am to 4:00 pm

11th Annual NJ Conference on Dominican Affairs

Rutgers School of Law - Center for Law and Justice
123 Washington Street Newark, NJ 07102

Registration Open: 8:00 am

     Networking Issue Breakfast, 8:30 am
Special CODA & DANR Book Presentation by Dr. Irma Nicasio

Cuatro Décadas de Migración Femenina, Remesas e Impacto en la Economía Dominicana
1970 - 2010

Book Fair Open - 8:30 am to 4 pm

Workshops - 10 am to 1 pm 

Luncheon Reception 1:00 - 3:00 pm
Keynote Speaker: Hon. Adriano Espaillat, NYS Senator

“Standing with our leaders to strengthen our communities”

*Program subject to change.

President’s MessageProgram
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Salón   070 - Representación Política  

Parte 1:   10:00am – 11:30 am Proceso de Redistribución de Distritos Electorales 
Se desmenuzará el proceso de redistribución de distritos electorales, su significado para los Latinos y cómo podemos y 
debemos participar. 

Coordinador: Francisco Castro
Moderador: Julio Tavarez
Archivista: Juan Familia
Panelistas: Martín Pérez, Esq.
José Ramón Bello
Peggy Cabral de Peña
 
Parte 2 : 11:30am – 1:00pm   -  El 4% Para la Educación en RD
El trasfondo del movimiento 4% para la educación en la República Dominicana, sus objetivos y papel de los dominicanos 
en el exterior.

Coordinador: Silverio Valentín
Moderador: Professor Alejandro Benjamín
Archivista: Juan Familia
Panelistas: Paola Martínez
Radhamés Pérez
Francesca Peña  
Néstor Montilla

Salón   020 – Liderazgo Femenino   

10:00am – 1:00pm  - Ocupando y Disfrutando nuestro lugar 
Una sesión interactiva sobre el poder de la mujer y su despliegue en la arena profesional y política.

Coordinador: María Beras
Moderador:  Josefina Mercedes
Panelistas: Dra. Gloria Bonilla-Santiago
Dra. Geanilda Vásquez
Malín Falú

            
Salón   010- Liderazgo Juvenil   
Una sesión interactiva donde se discuten técnicas de un liderato juvenil agresivo que provoca cambios sociales.	

10:00am – 11:00am 
Coordinador: Amiramis Pérez
Moderador: Franklin Ventura
Panelistas: Dr. Alberto Correa
Carolina Rosa
Augusto Peralta
Alexa Rodríguez
José María Cabral

TALLERES
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Salón   090 - Taller de Escritores y Periodistas

Parte 1 –10:00am – 11:00am  -Periodismo en Internet 
Se discuten los elementos del Periodismo en Internet, sus ventajas y desventajas comparado al periodismo escrito. 

Coordinador: Eric Cedano
Moderador: Patricia Cabrera
Panelista: 
Dr. George Piña
                            
 
Parte 2 : 11:00am – 1:00pm  - El estado actual de Libertades en RD: “El caso de Jordi Veras”

Panelistas: 
Dr. Ramón Antonio Veras
Dr. Irma Nicasio

Salón   080 – Profesionales de la Salud

10:00am – 1:00pm  -

Coordinador: Dr. Aritmedes Restituyo
Moderador: Consuelo Evans
Archivista: Nerys Polanco

Topics: 
 
Program” Puertas al Futuro,”  Fairleigh Dicknson University

Opportunities for immigrant professionals

Dacanji: 10 years of a model  health fair in Perth Amboy, New Jersey

Patenting an invention: Dilcia Granville, Ph.D. President, Hispanic Counseling Center, Inc.

New international politics of the Universidad Autónoma de Santo Domingo: Reality, difficulties and challenges in the era 
of globalization.

New healthcare reform, the future of medical practice & new immigrant health professionals.
 
Panelists:
Francisco Parra
María Alvarez
Dilcia Granville, Ph.D
Dr. Hector Castro

TALLERES
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City Council

Kay Palacios (Former)			   Englewood Cliffs
Tilo Rivas (& Freeholder)  			   Union City	
Manuel Segura (Former)		        	 Trenton 
Ramón Rosario (Former)                 		  Atlantic City
Ercides Aguasvivas (Former)             		 West New York
Carlos Aguasvivas				    Bergenfield
Rey Martínez					     Haledon
Radhamés Capellan (Former)               	 Prospect Park
Cristina Peralta				    Prospect Park
Rigo Rodríguez				    Paterson
Julio Tavarez					     Paterson
Jessie Frías (Former)				    Bogota
Michelle F. López                              		 West New York

Board of Education

Juan Jiménez (Former)			   Paterson
Samuel Lebreault				    Perth Amboy
Milady Tejeda                                                 Perth Amboy
Nelson Díaz					     West New York
Julio Marenco					    North Bergen
Rafael García					     Passaic
Wendy Guzmán				    Paterson
Pedro Rodríguez				    Paterson
Alex Mendez					     Paterson
Danilo Inoa (Former)				    Paterson
Kenia Peña					     Union City
Christian Estevez				    Plainfield
Sebastian Rodríguez				    Teaneck
Eric Cedano					     Roselle                                   

President’s MessageNew Jersey Dominican Elected Officials
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Commissioners

Rigoberto Sánchez		  Water Comm.		  Passaic 
Raffy Medina-García		  UEZ		   	 Passaic
José Balbi			   Library		  Passaic 
Manuel Ducos			  Planning Board	 Passaic 
Alex Blanco			   Library		  Passaic 
Miguel Díaz			   Planning Board 	 Passaic County
Carol Cuadrado		  Social Services	 Passaic County
Johnny Zorrilla		  UEZ 			   Paterson
Danilo Inoa			   Rent Leveling 	            Paterson
Michael Encarnación		  Planning Board	 Paterson
Pedro Liranzo			  Library		  Paterson
Omar Hernández		  Recreation		  Paterson
Ramón León                  	 Housing                       Paterson 
José Bello			   Education		  Union City
Lucilo Santos			   Hispanic Affairs	 Bergen County
Juliana Blackburn		  Planning Board	 Newark
Juliana Hodges		  Work Inv. Bd.		  Newark
Alma Santana			   Board  of Adj.		 Jersey City
Consuelo Evan              	 Zoning Board       	 Jersey City
Glenis Polanco		  Rent Lev. Bd.    	 Jersey City
Wendy Martínez 		  Parking Authority 	 Union City                        
Ng Cortina			   Housing		  Union City
Gregory Malave		  Planning Board	 Jersey City

Judicial

Hector De Soto (Former)	  Essex Co. Superior Court, Judge
Gladys Mendoza (Former)  	  Paterson Municipal Court, Judge
Maribel Martínez (Former) 	  Passaic Municipal Court, Judge
Amarilis Díaz		     	  West New York Municipal Court Judge
Victoria Pratt 		    	  Newark Municipal Court, Judge

Camelia Valdez, Esq.		   Passaic County Prosecutor

				  

President’s MessageNew Jersey Dominican Appointed Officials
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*Compiled  and  continuously updated  by  The Conference on Dominican  Affairs.
 
Para adiciones y correcciones, contactenos via www.thelatinoinstitute.org  E-mail:  info@thelatinoinstitute.org  
or thelatinoinstitute@gmail.com
www.thelatinoinstitute.org  -  info@thelatinoinstitute.org  973-34



CODA PUBLICATIONS

Productores: Néstor Montilla & María Teresa Feliciano

Basado en los escritos y  te s timon i o s  d el 
Dr. Ramón Antonio Veras (El Negro Veras)

Copyright © 2011 �e Institute for Latino Studies (ILS) & 
�e Common Roots Project (CRP)

www.thelatinoinstitute.org  -  info@thelatinoinstitute.org

New Jersey, New York - USA

La historia de 32 jóvenes dominicanos que se rebelaron contra un 
dictador. 27 fueron torturados, asesinados y desaparecidos.  

Tema: “¿Dónde estan las tumbas?” Arreglo musical por Victor Victor.  Intérprete: Tessie Sánchez

Productores: Néstor Montilla & María Teresa Montilla

Ordene su copia / Order your copy at www.thelatinostudies.org
For more information contact: thelatinoinstitute@gmail.com
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N E W  J E R S E Y  D O M I N I C A N S
A Decade of Accomplishments

Essay by    Ensayo por María Teresa Feliciano

D O M I N I C A N O S  E N  N E W  J E R S E Y
Una Década de Logros

CODA PUBLICATIONS
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A Decade of Accomplishments

Essay by    Ensayo por María Teresa Feliciano

D O M I N I C A N O S  E N  N E W  J E R S E Y
Una Década de Logros
N E W  J E R S E Y  D O M I N I C A N S
A Decade of Accomplishments

Essay by    Ensayo por María Teresa Feliciano

D O M I N I C A N O S  E N  N E W  J E R S E Y
Una Década de Logros

Productor: Néstor Montilla 

Copyright © 2010 �e Institute for Latino Studies (ILS) & 
�e Common Roots Project (CRP)

www.thelatinoinstitute.org  -  info@thelatinoinstitute.org

New Jersey, New York - USA

Productores: Néstor Montilla & María Teresa MontillaP r o d u c t o r :  N é s t o r  M o n t i l l a
E s s a y  b y  M a r í a  Te r e s a  F e l i c i a n o

Ordene su copia / Order your copy at www.thelatinostudies.org
For more information contact: thelatinoinstitute@gmail.com
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Documenting the human 
migratory experience

PROJECT
RECENT PRODUCTION CREDITS

DOCUMENTARY AND BOOK: NEW JERSEY DOMINICANS: A DECADE OF ACCOMPLISHMENTS

DOCUMENTARY AND BOOK: LOS PANFLETEROS DE SANTIAGO

DOCUMENTARY: IDENTIDAD DOMINICANA Y MIGRACIONES A HISPANIOLA

DOCUMENTARY: DOMINICANS IN RHODE ISLAND

PUERTO RICAN MIGRATION TO THE DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

JEWISH REFUGEES IN SOSUA, DOMINICAN REPUBLIC

CONGOS DE VILLA MELLA

LOS COCOLOS DE SAN PEDRO DE MACORIS

The Common Roots Project ©2011                CONTACT: TheCommonRootsProject@gmail.com
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SATURDAY
WILSON DANIEL Y SU GRUPO

SUNDAY
RAULITO ORTIZ

Y SU GRUPO DE BACHATA
MISUERO KARAOKE NIGHT

THURSDAY
MISUERO KARAOKE NIGHT

FRIDAY
JOSE RIVAS

Y LA CREACION TIPICA

THURSDAY
SALSA NIGHT WITH

ORCHESTRA COMBO LATINO

FRIDAY
WILSON DANIEL Y SU GRUPO

SATURDAY
ONE WAY

SUNDAY 
MISUERO KARAOKE NIGHT

8 5 0  S U M M E R  A V E  N E W A R K ,  N J  0 7 1 0 4  ( 9 7 3 )  4 8 3 - 1 9 9 4

EL MERENGUE RESTAURANT

El Bachatipico RESTAURANT & LOUNGEEl Bachatipico RESTAURANT & LOUNGE

           
     

PROJECT
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ADECOH 					     973-901-0065		  Carlos Cruz
57 Baldwin Avenue Newark, NJ 07108
ALPROTEC 					     201-966-1803		  Alba Mateo-Valentin		
63 Broadway Newark, NJ	 07104
Asociación Altagraciana 				   973-481-1972		  Juana Díaz
526 North 13th Street Newark, NJ 07107
Asociación de  Comerciantes			   973-868-5309		  Osvaldo Jerónimo
Newark 
Asociación de Pastores				    973-268-9590		  Oneida Vidal
Newark
ASODOPA					     551-206-2931		  Radhames Capellán 
368 N. 7th Street, Prospect Park, NJ 07107
Asociación Dominicana de Perth Amboy		  732-803-5746		  Demetrio Almonte 
217 Hall Ave Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
Casa de la Cultura de Navarrete			    732-92 - 5-5634		  José Bonilla 
162 William St., Perth Amboy NJ 08861
Casa Dominicana	 			   862-368-3172		  Luis Jerónimo 
60-62 Broadway, Paterson, NJ 07505
Centro de Desarrollo Dominicano			  973-610-5502		  Ramón Ruíz 
8433 Columbus Avenue North Bergen, NJ
Centro Socio-Cultural Dominicano de NJ		  973-485-2900		  Juan Miguel Peña
376 Broad Street-3rd Floor Newark, NJ
Club Boca Chica	 			   973-733-6355		  Francisco Castro 
413 Jackson Street Hoboken, NJ 07030
Club Cultural Dominicano de Hackensack	 201-646-7949		  Edilberto Sami
289 Crestview Place, Teaneck, NJ 07666
Club María Trinidad Sánchez			   973-778-1978		  Manuel De la Rosa	
347 Oak Street, Passaic, NJ 07055	  
Coalición de Organizaciones de PA	 	 732-362-6642		  Edison Jaquez
262 Stockton Street Perth Amboy, NJ 
Congreso Dominicano de New Jersey		  973-946-9687		  Miguel Bueno
218 Whiton Street, Jersey City, NJ 07304		  201-376-0468		
COPODO					     917-562-4790		  Rafael Marte 
1050 Valley Road, Clifton, NJ   
Copro-Ayuda					     917-562-4790		  Manuel castro 
130 Baldwin Ave., Jersey City, NJ 07306
DACANJI					     732-277-9640		  Arítmedes Restituyo
362 Stockton St. Perth Amboy, NJ
DACC-NJ					     908-410-9960		  Gregorio Torres
Newark			 
Festival Dominicano de Perth Amboy 		  732-309-3311		  Irvin Lozada
308 State Street Perth Amboy, NJ 08861
Desfile Dominicano de Perth Amboy 		  732-585-7874		  María Peralta
475 Penn Street Pert Amboy, NJ 08861   
Desfile Dominicano de Union County		  908-347-4609		  Gilberto Cruz 
581 Adams Avenue Elizabeth, NJ 07201
Desfile Festival del Condado de Essex		  973-353-9747                 	 Ariagna Perelló
P.O. Box 9959 Newark, NJ 07104  	
Dominican American Council			   201-647-9274		  Lucilo Santos
292 Main Street – Suite 7A, Hackensack, NJ  
Dominican American Foundation 		  201-681-0337		  Carlos Pérez
4528 Park Ave., Weehawken, NJ 07086 
Dominican American Voters Movement		  732-362-6642         	 Edison Jaques
262 Stockton Street Perth Amboy NJ 08861  

NJ Dominican Organizations
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Dominican Students Association	  				    973-484-4677		  Franklin Ventura
Essex County Community College
Dominicans of Mercer County 					     609-392-0877		  Manuel Segura
113 Hamilton Ave, Apt. 2, Trenton, NJ   
Donaciones Dominicanas de Pert  Amboy				    732-585-7874  		  María Peralta
475 Penn Street Pert Amboy, NJ 08861  
DOPOR 							       973-332-5232		  Ramón Guzmán
Paterson, NJ
Institute for Latino Studies	  (ILS)				    973-345-3624		  Dr. María Teresa Feliciano
553 Main Street Paterson, NJ 07503
Latin Women in Action						      973-766-5415       	 Ana Rosa Vargas
Paterson, NJ
Hudson County Dominican Para de Union City, NJ	 		    		  Robert Guzmán
La Movida							       973-943-2665		  Rafael Brito			 
Newark					   
Liga Dr. Almánzar				                              	 973-460-7429		  Freddy Almánzar
285 Aycrigg Avenue Suite 14-A Passaic, NY 07055
LULAC								       973-204-7937		  Manuel Lora
P.O. Box 1378, Clifton, NJ  07015
Mujeres en Acción						      732-207-2169		  Danni Rosado			 
55 Wright Place, New Brunswick, NJ 08901	
Mujeres Latinas en Acción	 				    973-997-8988		  Elsa Mantilla	
368 21st Ave., Paterson, NJ 			 
New Jersey State Dominican Parade				    973-997-8988		  Elsa Mantilla
368 21st Ave., Paterson, NJ 	
Organización de Músicos de Pert Amboy				    732-585-7874		  María Peralta
475 Penn Street Pert Amboy, NJ 08861		
Organizaciones de Profesionales de Newark			   973-268-1194		  Santiago Paniagua		
561 Clinton Ave., Newark, NJ 07108		
PLD								        973-239-1802		  Marcos Montilla		
79 Franklin Street, Bloomfield, NJ 07003	
PRD	 							       973-279-8283		  José Ramón Ruiz		
39 Struyk Avenue, Prospect Park, NJ 07508	
PRSC 								        973-956-7221		  Iris Tejada				  
318 Dixon Ave., Paterson, NJ 		
Quisqueyanos Unidos						      201-463-9551		  Jeanette Ravelo		
Newark, NJ													           
UDOPA United Dominicans of Pert Amboy 			   732-742-3042		  Fermín de Jesús		
339 Convery Blvd., Perth Amboy 08861	
UNIDECO							       908-410-9960		  Gregorio Torres 
63 Broadway Newark, NJ 07104
United Dominicans of Paterson					     973-956-1603		  Juan Jiménez
P.O. Box 508, Paterson, NJ  07511

NJ Dominican Organizations

*Compiled  and  continuously updated  by  The Conference on Dominican  Affairs. 
Para adiciones y correcciones, contactenos via www.thelatinoinstitute.org  E-mail:  info@thelatinoinstitute.org  or 
thelatinoinstitute@gmail.com
www.thelatinoinstitute.org  -  info@thelatinoinstitute.org  973-34

www.thelatinoinstitute.org  -  info@thelatinoinstitute.org  
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The concept of The Conference emerged in August 2000, in a historical gathering of forty Dominican lead-
ers at the Paterson Museum. Following five months of meetings held throughout the state, where the educa-
tional, economic, legal, social and political status of the more than 200,000 Dominicans in New Jersey were 
discussed, it was decided on that summer afternoon that it was necessary to address the urgent reality of Do-
minicans residing in this state, in a “group conversation”/ “meeting of the minds” setting. A steering committee, 
led by Maria Teresa Feliciano, and including Manuel Segura, Juan Jimenez, Narciso Ortiz, Samuel Bautista, 
and Pedro Martinez, was appointed to organize the first New Jersey State Conference on Dominican Affairs.

This effort consisted of two plenary sessions and ten workshops moderated by experts in a variety of fields. It 
gathered 500 leaders from throughout the state, and presented a powerhouse of philosophers, teachers, intellec-
tuals and public personalities as panelists, speakers and participants.

Embracing the theme “Building Our National Agenda,” the conference included workshops and symposia ad-
dressing education, immigration reform, community empowerment and economic development, Inter-ethnic 
Relations, The Role of Civic-Cultural Organizations, among other topics. The attendees included representa-
tives from cities with large Dominican populations, such as
Newark, Paterson, Passaic, Union City, Jersey City, Perth Amboy, North Bergen, West New York, Camden, 
Trenton, Atlantic City, New Brunswick, and Hackensack.

The Conference marked the beginning of a unique and positive effort to provide a forum to identify and de-
velop a state agenda designed to unite Dominican Americans behind a common goal. Faced with many chal-
lenges, conference participants undertook to build a strategy to address the many important issues that affect 
the Dominican-American community in New Jersey.

We left that conference feeling face to face with not only the challenges the Dominican community confronts 
in its journey toward empowerment, but with a deep sense of commitment and ironclad determination to design 
our own role in this society.

The initiatives and projects resulting from the conferences assure us we are on the right path.

The Conference, under the auspices of The Institute For Latino Studies, Research, & Development, Inc. was 
established as a non-partisan, non-profit entity based in New Jersey, obtaining Federal exempt status. Since its 
inception:

It has successfully organized ten (10) conferences with the partnership of Rutgers University School of Law 
and corporate sponsors.

It has identified the need to continue making a state presence to ensure that our community’s voice and agenda 
are heard and responded to, at all levels of government.

It conducted, in partnership with The Dominican Studies Institute of the City College of New York, the first 
comprehensive demographic study of Dominicans in New Jersey.
It has proudly celebrated our accomplishments, and rejoiced by the many Dominican leaders who, through po-
litical success have expanded the pool of distinguished elected and appointed officials. At present, there are five

CODA HISTORY
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(5) Dominican elected councilpersons, five (5) elected commissioners, and twenty-eight (28) officials appointed 
to various state and local boards and agencies.

    

    
   

   

CODA functions year-round through five (5) workshops:

The Political Collaboration Project - A working committee to bring together representatives of the major Do-
minican Political parties to work on agreed upon areas of collaboration in support of New Jersey Dominicans’ 
efforts on political representation.

Education Professionals - Latino teachers explore the causes and outline solutions to the high drop out rate of 
Latino students.  Three areas of concern are addressed: Parental Involvement, Leadership Programs, and Ad-
vanced Degrees for teachers.

Health Professionals and The Community - Health professionals representing over 30 medical organizations in 
the tri-state area conduct orientation courses and workshops in degree accreditation and community involve-
ment. Health Fairs providing medical services to individuals, who would otherwise have difficulty obtaining 
these services, are held in targeted cities.

A Women’s Initiative to address women’s unique empowerment needs and contributions. Such needs and contri-
butions are addressed through personal and professional development follow up seminars.

Action Juvenil Latina (AJL) – A youth organization to channel and harvest the developing leadership abilities of 
college and high school students.

As we host the eleventh conference, we look with satisfaction at what we have accomplished over the past ten 
years and with a sense of mission at what is yet to be accomplished.

CODA HISTORY

In collaboration with The National Council of La Raza, it has implemented a Community Leaders Training Program, which seeks to 
prepare our leaders to serve the community in a more holistic manner.

It founded Acción Juvenil Latina (AJL), a youth organization with the objective to recruit, encourage and nurture Latino Hight 
School Students to attend college.

It spearheaded and curated at The Newark Public Library, New Jersey Dominicans: A Community on the move, the first Dominican 
history exhibit in the state of New Jersey.

It birthed The Dominican American Council, the statewide political education and participation mechanism of New Jersey Domini-
cans.

In collaboration with the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, it implements Tú Cuentas!, a naturalization and voter edu-
cation project.

It has produced and released the book and documentary Los Panfleteros de Santiago.

It has produced and released the book and documentary New Jersey Dominicans: A Decade of Accomplishments.

In partnership with the Dominican American National Roundtable, it has published the book Cuatro décadas de Migración Femenina 
y su impacto en la economía dominicana by Dr. Irma Nicasio from Universidad Autonoma de Santo Domingo  
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Dominican American Communitarian Association Inc, NJ

X  Annual Community Health Fair
"Decide to be Healthy"

Sunday, June 26 , 2011,  8 am-  3 pm

Where: Dr. Herbert Richardson Elementary School 
318 Stockton St. 08861Perth Amboy, New Jersey,  08861

 Medical Screening, Health Information, Mini-Conference, Workshops
Cultural Presentation, Dominican Mobil Consulate, and more 

Sponsored by: Save the Latin America; Hispanic  Health Professionals Association inc NY
Latino Leadership  Alliance, of New Jersey and Coalition of Dominican Organizations of Perth Amboy [COPA]

For Sponsorhip Opportunities Contact: Dr. Restituyo at 1-888-277-1288  -   info@ahpsi.org  
www.ahpsi.org  



1-888-464-4365  |  health�rstnj.org

Congratulations to the

on the occasion of its

Health�rst NJ celebrates Institute for Latino Studies, in support of the 
needs of the Dominican community of New Jersey

Instituto Latino Journal Ad-v1-BW-r3.indd   1 2/10/11   4:10 PM

11th New Jersey Conference on Dominican Affairs, p. 19



www.thelatinoinstitute.org  -  info@thelatinoinstitute.org  
  973-345-3624

Sun., February 20, 2011
Rutgers School of Law, 110 Washington Street, Newark, NJ
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